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being moved with fear, built an ark for the preservation of his
family, ver. 7.

And th at this is a correct explanation of the Apostle's defini-
tion may further appeax from some remarkable cases, both of the
OLD and NEW TESTAMENt.

Job declared, " J know that my REDEEMER is living, and
that at the last day he 'will arise in judgment upon dust, or man-
kind/' (see Vol. II. p. 76.) Thus expressing the fulness of his
assurance of the certainty of the future general judgment"

a The Patriarchs all died in faith, not having received the
promises, [temporal and spiritual,] but having been persuaded
[of their certainty,] and embracing them [as true,"] Heb.xi. 13,
(see Vol. II. p. 29.)

Tims Abraham longed to see CHRIST'S day, [or Ms appear-
ance in the Jlesh, as the blessed Seed, in whom all the nations
of the earth should be blessed,] and lie saw it [with the eye of
faith, or in prophetic vision,] and was glad" John viii. 56, (see
Vol. II. p. 25.)

Balaam also, the Heathen diviner, " saw, but not now, he
leheld, but not nigh, the star and sceptre,"" of the blessed Seed,
CHRIST, in prophetic vision ; which his posterity, the pious
Parthian Magi, actually saw long after, and rejoiced with ex-
ceeding great joy; collecting also, we may presume, from the
partial accomplishment of the prophecy, that the whole of the
gracious promise would be fulfilled in due season, (see Vol. 11.
p. 207, Vol. III. p. 50.)

Such also, in particular cases., was the nature of the faith of
the Roman centurion and Syroplienician woman, extolled by
CHRIST himself; namely, a Jirm belief or persuasion that
CHRIST was fully able, by his divine power and authority, to
cure the sick, though absent and at a distance, by a word or
command, before they saw the cure actually performed. (Sec
this Vol. p. 98, 128.)

Justifying or saving faith, therefore, is a simple act of the
mind, or assent of the understanding, to the redemption through
CHRIST. It is a single Christian virtue, and the basis of the
rest, as distinguished from hope and charity, I Cor, xiiL 13;
and as distinguished also from THE FAIT IT in general, or the
Christian religion, including the belief and profession of the
GOSPEL. These different acceptations of the word are material
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